The God of Desire

The height of God's love

Why does it matter?

· we love Him because He first loved us (1 Jn 4:19)

· understanding His passion for us is the first step to living passionately for Him

· if we don't understand His desire, we can't fulfill it

· perfect love drives out all fear (1 Jn 4:18)

· fear is the biggest obstacle to wholeheartedness

· we're afraid to 'put all our eggs in one basket'

· afraid of failure – that we attempt the one thing needed and then fail at loving God

· afraid of rejection – that God may not appreciate our life poured out in love and it would all be for nothing

· afraid of missed opportunity – that there may somehow be something better than the love of God

· Wayne Jacobsen: perfect relationship requires perfect trust in the other person's love for you.  Then you can fully focus on loving them.

· because we don't understand how perfect God's love for us is, we still have fear and we still look out for ourselves

My objective: preparing our hearts to receive God's love

· resolve to know nothing

· 1 Cor 8:2

And if anyone thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing yet as he ought to know. 

· 1 Cor 3:18

Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you seems to be wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become wise. 

· We have yet to grasp anything near the height, width, length and depth of this love that surpasses knowledge.

· Tear down every false pretense that sets itself up against the knowledge of God (2 Cor 10:4-5).  There are a whole lot of obstacles to receiving God's love.  None from His end, but plenty from ours: wrong mindsets

Marveling at the simple things

· The simple reality of 'Jesus loves me' says so much more than we can ever understand in this life

Jesus

· God Himself

· God is love (1 Jn 4:16)

· There is no shadow of turning in Him (James 1:17)

· Love is not a part of God, love is God.  He doesn't turn it off and on.  It's not one of His many sides. He is at all times and in all ways love.

· The God of Song of Songs is not somehow smaller, weaker or less awesome than the God of Genesis or the God of Revelation.  It's the same God.

Loves

· Not only as a Father loves His child, but as a bridegroom loves His bride.

· He's a God of passion, not just compassion.

· When we cry out for a touch of His love are we expecting a warm fuzzy or a raging fire?

Song of Songs 1:2, 8:6-7, Deut 4:24

· Brief intro to Song of Songs as God's display of passion towards us

· Everything in Song of Songs is found elsewhere in the Bible

· The whole Bible is God's love letter to us, and we can accept that.  Why do we struggle with the one part of it that's actually written that way?

· The story puts it all in one place.  I love stories like Song of Songs and Esther because they're great springboard passages.

· The writing style puts it all straight into the language of love.  A picture is worth a thousand words.

· Our biggest objection: God doesn't talk like that/think like that/feel like that.

· We would rather associate such words with human romance.  It's about Solomon's love for the Shulammite, or about marriage.

· We have this notion that God is the author of love, but man invented/perfected romance and passion

· God is love (1 Jn 4:16) and we were created in His image (Gen 1:26) – the image of love

· God is the author of passion, desire and romance.  Love is of God (1 Jn 4:7)

· It's only through Him that we even know what love is (1 Jn 3:16)

· The idea that man's love could reach a level of passion and desire above that of God's is insane!

· Even if it is about marriage, marriage is about God's love.

Eph 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 28 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 30 For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. 31 “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 

· The highest, most passionate expressions of love humanity could ever come up with can only dimly reflect the passion and desire of God.

Me

· Not just 'God so loved the world'

· God's love is not just directed shotgun-style at the whole world

· It's personal

· It's about you and Him

· You were created as an object of His love

Gen 1:11 'Let the earth bring forth grass...'

Gen 1:24 'Let the earth bring forth the living creature...'

Gen 1:26 'Let Us make man in our own image...'

Gen 2:7 'And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.'

John 1:12 'Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.'

Psalm 139:13-18
13 For you created my inmost being;

       you knit me together in my mother's womb.

 14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;

       your works are wonderful,

       I know that full well.

 15 My frame was not hidden from you

       when I was made in the secret place.

       When I was woven together in the depths of the earth,

 16 your eyes saw my unformed body.

       All the days ordained for me

       were written in your book

       before one of them came to be.

 17 How precious to me are your thoughts [toward me], O God!

       How vast is the sum of them!

 18 Were I to count them,

       they would outnumber the grains of sand.

       When I awake,

       I am still with you. 

Jer 29:11 'For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD'

Song 6:8 There are sixty queens

      And eighty concubines,

      And virgins without number.

       9 My dove, my perfect one,

      Is the only one,

      The only one of her mother,

      The favorite of the one who bore her.

      The daughters saw her

      And called her blessed,

      The queens and the concubines,

      And they praised her. 

· We struggle with this because we don't understand the vastness of God's love

· We're used to a finite world.  A glass of water 6” deep poured onto the floor becomes thin and spread.

· We can't understand something that has both infinite width and infinite height

· we're insecure in our identity because we're afraid we might not measure up – that God might find a better lover somewhere else.

· so we become competitive-thinking we can gain God's love by removing His love for others (it won't happen by the way, God's desire will never change)

· or we become apathetic (thinking God already has all the love He needs or I'm not really cut out for it, I don't fit the mold, I don't know my calling/have a calling)

· we can't understand things like leaving the 99 to find the 1 until we get a handle on the width of God's love

· God couldn't stop with just Adam-His love is to big for that.  Immediately at creation, His command was multiply and fill the earth.  He knows the end from the beginning and He planned all along for you.  Why?

· Ever wonder why you're so weird?

· We're all created in the image of God, so why aren't we all the same?

· Because God's love is so big that somewhere inside of Him, there is a part of His love that noone else in all of creation ever has or ever could fulfill.

· You were uniquely created to satisfy a part of God's love

· From all of eternity God has dreamed of what it will be like when you and He walk in perfect relationship together for all of eternity.  And He is passionate about seeing that dream come to pass.  He is passionate about you and about winning your love.

